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The Crisis for Armenia Has No Capita,
Just a Stamp

U events made it advisable. The first was JohannesKacnatzouni. who gave three sons to the battlefield, andwas the outstanding figure of the declaration ol in- -
;ndence. Mr. kadiatouni resigned to COUM SO

America to stir up Armenians m the United StatesAlexander Khatisian. who coined the htm phrase
quoted earlier in this

that Armenia has reached what looks like

NOW hnal crisis, wherein is contained the
whether she shall continue to exist as a

and independent state, it is interesting to ob-
serve exactly what the Armenians have done since they
st(

t.. "free." It - almost the first time, POSsJbij, that
anyone has ever written

Armenians as a,f' tin
and notstate,
This article hftl

Silitively nothing to Ml
. atrocmes and

iberefore should be
- reading.
lujt at present Ar

aenia ii cl somo
Torfcl one

)
front, some cynical Bol-,hevi- ki

on another front.
,001c uninterested Brit
sh another tront and

OHH extremdj neutral
aml fearful Georgians
on another front.

The reason the I BTlCl

or ancry i because I

THERE a new republic in Kurope ; it has no
fact, lias no territory at all; it has. ther --

fore, no government, no army, no navy, no police, no
taxes, and 00 citizens to pay them.

It has. however, a postage atSSBp
This is the Republic of Alsace Lorraine. It exist-i- n

the persons of a committee of three: Count Rapp,
Rene C. Ley and H Muth

Messrs Rapp, e and Muth started this business
of a republic before the French occupation they
were forced to cut and run at the armistice They found
I refuge in Switzerland, whence they directed tWQ
lengthy appeals to President Wilson, protesting against
bestowing Alsace-Lorrain- e on France, and neither 01
these he acknowledged M Millerand. commissary
general for the French Republic in Alsace-Lorrain- e,

heard all about it and llessri Rapp, Lej and Muth
were indicted, tried (in their absence) and sentenced
to deportation for life.

The three republicans then lodged a formal com-
plaint with the secretary -- general of the League ot Na-
tions, Sir James Eric Dntnarnond, i iggesting that th'
League reverse the decree of the Peace Conference.
They then (in July. 1919) placed the uh.de matter be
tore Gustav dr. president of the Federated Council
of Switzerland. The only report of the result of this
conference is h- - Count Rapp who quotes M. Ador as
being extremely sympathetic while
regretting very much that Swit
erland could not complicate her
position in foreign affairs b 1IB1
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good slice ot .rmenia
lately Turkey and

.1 I - l.ct

article, succeeded him.
Khatisian is a remark-
able man ; he w as mayor
of Tiflis when the czar
ruled in Russia; Titli-the- n

was known as the
capital of dlffttnt. and
a very prosperous place
Khatisian has made an
enviable record since he
led the Armenians as-

tutely through their
earliest and darki st
hours of liberty. Mr.
Khatisian resigned to
tour Europe in the in-

terests of the Armenian
Republic, and has been
succeeded by Dr. Ohan-jania- n.

He was ehosen
as especially fitted to
conclude a treaty with
Soviet Russia, which he
did ; although there ar- -

confessed douhti a to
how seriously the Bol
sheviki regard the agree-
ment. They are atHI

camped on the frontier.
A definite program

of reconstruction has
been launched. even
while fighting continue
The outstanding feature
of this side of the work
is an educational system,
which so far includes
one university and 758
schools. The chief dif-
ficulty seems to be the
lack of funds, but as
the Armenians plead for
a loan chiefly on the
ground of army needi
there has been SOOM re-

luctance, in Allied cen-te- r.

in view of the gen-

erally speculative con-

ditions of the Caucasus
to respond. The two
ex -- presidents arc can-

vassing the .Vmenian
colonies all over the
world to raise this loan.

It Armenia is a long
way from being a strong
and stable state, there
are not wanting signs of
healthy effort and a

espousing u i ne memDeri 01
the Swiss, foreign department also
agreed that it was t bad

Council of Switzerland
would have to forego all interen
tion in SO extremely difficult n

questa mi

Alter Hitting from Berne to
Basle, and from Basle to Berne,
the Committee of three landed
in Baden-Baden- , which has been

Sttmp ik nation's
tnlc claim In
rrcof nitinn.

becai sC tne
io a ich elsewhere thai
they are inclined to re-- .

from the weakest
enemy, which is Ar
mcnia.

The reason the DOl

ifceviki are enical is be

cause they don't believe
,n aati Utility, and think
the Itate of Armenia i

a thin joke which short
v will evaporate to the

woahh and prosperity o(

th .se who may happen
to be Si hand.

The reason the Brit
ish are uninterested is

because British money is

a Baku, the famous oil
ntv. which the British
selected for the capital
ol Aserbaijan ; and the
state ol erbaijan is so
very sick that the Brit
ish officer in command
cannot afford to ah b
say other sick bed at all

And the reason the
(eorgian are extremclv
neutral and very fearful
is MSSpl) Km cause there
i no one particularly in-

terested in their prog-- n

H ugh several
arc mildly interested in
their dissolution.

The Armenian Re
public was established in

(O O.lli.in. Sr.c
All Kogland it now talking about Jettie Stephen
a prctt twenty c reprceeniattve oi the
working clattet who at present dimt in political
tnterett the noted I l Attor wbotc election to
Parliament cauted mucli dicution particularly
in thit country bectute of her American tvrth Miat
Stephens warn men to beware, for the i boldly out
and feel ronhdent of being elected to Parliament
at the (icneral Klection. She it considered one of
the heal nrgamtcrt in Rngland. and a fearlett and
capahle peakcr. She toiled for ycart at telling
newapapers. at a domestic servant, a grocery clerk,
a truck driver and many othei menia' tasks At
present Miss Stephens it a labor councillor of the
borough of Kermondsky

their headquarters. Here the)
.ire printing and distributing broadcast statements ot
their case; here, also, they designed a very pretty post-
age tamp arhich, however, for the present, the) put
inside their mail. USUUJ the ordinary stamps of exist
ing predatory states for the outside

Now. don't run away with a wrong idea. It is true
the committee cell kindly toward Germany . but union
with Germany is not their objective They have good
historic ground for their argument, and the have a
crowning argument in the fatal weakness ,,t the Ver-
sailles Treaty the failure to provide a plebiscite in Al
sace-Lorrai- which, almost certainl. would have
given the territory to France, and at the same time,
would have removed the fluent cry now raised of
annexation.

If the republic of three men could have its u.iy
it would unite with Switzerland, but the Swiss are
too wise to consider or encourage such an ambition.
Failing that, they want independence, even it as a
French protectorate; with their own ministry, parlia-
ment, militia and so forth

The committee of three claims to represent "Young
Alsace." Some of iti argument! arc fatuous but thei
are not without good logic, and when that logic is
founded on it gains strength.

Of course the Republic is doomed to confute itself
to the house in Baden-Bade- n

But it is an interesting situation And the postage
stamp is easily the prettiest design in all luiropt

sound direction on the
part of her leaders. At

least, she looms up definitely, when you look close
enough, and is actually creating the elements of good
government.

This is sufficient to warrant general interest.
And. as promised, this is all argued without any ref-
erence to atrocities.

May. 9M The trtftt)
ot peace the European
Allies later concluded with the Turks nave the Ar-
menians s KJO square kilometers, including lakc Seven.
It you a t it to get Armenia on the map. look for Mt.
Ararat; Mt. Ararat was the center of ancient Ar-
menia ai d was the landmark where the Russian. Pers-

ian and Turkish divisions of Armenia met in 1J4.
The - i square kilometers given the Armenians did

not comprise the equal in resources of any single state
!n h rican union. It was largely in ruins, and
its de- .ud country had been swept bare ot cattle and
K'rain During two years the Armenians gradually
added t this domain, until in May. 192ft it included

-,- NN iarc kilometers and plans were on foot for
another- s.iKX) or 10.000 square kilometers.

v ' this point the Turkish Nationalists became
JjJjN '1 It is. however, a fact that ever since thev
Jfeclan their independence two and a half years ag

Armenians have been fighting. A former Armenian
has put it neatly enough: "There are times
- and rifles g(, off by themselves," And the

Armenian guns went otT. simplv because the Armenians
tound themsehres surrounded b) l urks. Tatars. Kurds
toorgians and a few other excited groups, all haying
lmbiti ns, more or less defined. So the Umemans
' n May. 1918. and have been fighting since and
are t ghting yet. the rifles continuing to go off.

r first it follow-,n- Kfought the Georgians, and was
tins m which they were successful) that the Ar

jneni.uK stepped out a bit in the general direction of
Boiphoroa and quietly absorbed the fonnerb Turk-p- n

citiei Kars and Aleksandropol. Here there i fight-ei- g

now. TJet fought with the Tatars (always allies
7 lurks) to conquer Shusha. an ancient Ar-ni.,- !

province possessing extremely rich soil, and

thT n' U tne l,ttcr an(I continuous discontent ot
ar M,t,r oi trbt4it However, the Tatars

nnhfi tJlt Armenians will only be permitted to
l Jl,st s ar, because ol British interests in
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i ? course Britain fought the Turks and the
"BI S Ut It a f. ....... .. ....1,1

II It'll 13A

than

"John Brown't Fort" at Har par's Ferry. W. Va . ia here thowa in ute at a fertilizer and farm implement ttora-hou- e.

It hat baca torn down tiaaa thia photograph wat taken and removed to the etnpti of St orat Collega,
which it a achool for colored ttudeott, iatt above Harpar's Farry. la thia building. Joha Bmwa the anted
Aholitioaitt leader and a score of whitet and Negroet fortified themtelvet. After aa all day feght Brown and 6
men were captured aad tuhtequently etecated The "fort" rttelf ttood where the Harpar't Ferry railroad
tation now ttandt until it wti torn down, teat to ( Ihicago and there erected agaia aa aa exhibit for the World

Fair ia IS9J. The baildiag waa uted merely at a etoreboute foe a number of yeart HeeentU Storer Collate
tecarad poetetttoa aad tow utaa it aa a muteum

W. cnera"y realized. Armenia now talks of
irred "? lnSde,a. just as Italv used to talk of Italy

when thev wanted to recover the Austrian
m 1.1 .... mm m

lithuan ,y' a rbia. as (ireece. as I'oianu.
A: s" "ow and torcstnr " Armenia, ambitious eager

Her govfrnm. I11 mcasure of ancient glory
ijrm, tflli illsha. C.V r ,lat". has been fairly hnan ik... . . ' . . . imire nreiiriVntt .trrm.t( eacn ttner


